An International Brigade for Libya 

A mass slaughter is underway in Libya, ordered by the dictator Ghaddafi and his mercenaries, against the people and their rights. Hundreds and hundreds have been killed, thousands perhaps. A bloodshed. While through an insane video message he was threatening a new Tienanmen square, he was already accomplishing it. His obsession is the Egyptian Tahrir square, the obsession of all authoritarian regimes, a place where thousands and thousands of citizens gather peacefully claiming justice and freedom, declaring the end of despotism, and proclaiming the start of a new democracy era. Should Ghaddafi stay, this would be at a countless blood toll, mass flight, detentions and torture; his “political paradigm” – shoot the people with machineguns – could become “a best practice” to be replicated in the uncertainty of what is still to happen in Northern Africa and Middle East; and thus the halt of all transformations in their making. A new Tahrir square may then become impossible. New forms of protest would possibly be invented but it would be a drawback, the battle even more merciless. 
Ghaddafi counts on the embarrassment and duplicity of the western governments. Should “normality” be reintroduced, everything will be as it was, and business will turn back as usual. The worries of the European governments for the time being regard only the exiles’ flux. Are we going to shoot on those who are escaping?  People want to remain in their dwellings, on their lands, working there and hoping for a future. For this to be true there is only one solution: to turn out the tyrants. Erhal, go away! The western golden rule to keep where needed ‘our sons of a bitch’ as long as they are able to do the dirty work on our behalf, doesn’t work anymore.  Such sons of a bitch are useless; they aren’t able to shield the fundamentalist threat. The cover is unveiled. 
What is happening in North Africa and Near East speaks to the women and men of the entire world, to the multitudes and to the individuals, to the communities and to the groups wherever they are, fighting to get or keep their social and personal rights, better life conditions, a possible future for the world. It speaks to us Europeans, to us westerners, or at least to those who aren’t pretending to be blind, to those who don’t turn round. An unforeseeable and irresistible wind of freedom and justice is blowing from the South of the world. It’s blowing strongly against any authoritarian power, any despotism, and any dictatorship.
The terrible clash like any real and cruel thing which is happening in Libya, in Tunisia, in Yemen, in Bahrein, in Egypt, in Algeria, in Iran, has opened inconceivable and unfolded democracy scenarios. 
It is not only our common mankind condition that makes us the same wherever we are, and that incites us to revolt against violence and power, torture, massacre of innocents, wherever these occur, under any flag or religion. The fact is that the struggle of millions of men and women, of all ages, of any social condition, who in North Africa and Near East are claiming for more freedom, more justice; regards itself the quality and the meaning of our own democracies. 
Our democracies are in crisis, due to the end of an economic development model based on the Capital. Our own democracies will be stronger, more secure, more reliable if in North Africa and Near East the wave of protest will culminate in new institutions, new constitutions. If we ourselves, will welcome this wind. 
It’s time to go. It’s time to go to Libya and support the struggle. The way this is spreading in North Africa, the speed at which the protest is being communicated is also offering a new modality to the social movements to talk, to democracies to speak to each other. 
We are looking at what is happening with sentiments of desperation, impotence, frustration, shame. How can we react? How can we build a proactive solidarity from the bottom, free from tradeoffs and institutional or party opportunisms, which are making our country, any country actual accomplices of the slaughter underway? 
Perhaps, the organization should be immediately launched aiming at something similar to the “freedom flotilla” experience, and with the spirit of an “International Brigade of volunteers for Libya”. An unarmed brigade. Armed only by the will and universal citizenship right that makes us all brothers of who is asking for freedom and justice, of whoever fights for a new democracy. Here, as it is there. 
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